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Preface

Since the onset of the economic crisis in mid-1997, undertakings and
businesses in Thailand have closed, downsized, or laid off many workers,
leading to an increased number of home workers. Data from the National
Statistical Office and the Labour Protection Bureau, Department of Labour
Protection and Welfare revealed that the total number of home workers in
Thailand was 953,679 persons. About one-third of the workers (309,641)
obtained job orders directly from enterprises while the rest (644,038)
received jobs from brokers.

Home work in Thailand includes a wide range of manufacturing operation
such as clothes-making, shoemaking, handcrafts, jewelry-polishing, fishing
nets, or agricultural seeds. The materials, chemicals, machinery and
equipment have been brought into homes for production and pose numerous
and diverse occupational safety and health hazards to the workers and their
families. Such hazards include manual handling of heavy materials and
loads, strenuous work postures, long and irregular working hours, use of
dangerous machines and exposure to heat, noise and various kinds of
chemicals. Basic amenities for sanitation and welfare are frequently absent.
Home workers in Thailand need practical support measures to improve their
safety, health and working conditions.

Responding to the acute needs of Thai home workers, the WISH (Work
Improvement for Safe Home) programme intends to provide them with
practical measures in improving safety, health and working conditions. A
participatory and action-oriented approach developed by its sister
programme, WISE (Work Improvement in Small Enterprises), is adopted
largely, aiming at immediate solutions at the home workplace. The WISH
programme was first tested in a home worker community to manufacture
bronze handicrafts in Bangkok in 2000. The WISH programme has
subsequently been applied in many home worker communities in different
provinces in Thailand. Recent follow-up visits have revealed that the trained
home workers were able to carry out many safety and health improvements
in their own initiative using available local resources.

The present manual is the result of such positive and self-help experiences of
a large number of trained home workers. It was drafted by Dr. Sara Arphorn
(Department of Occupational Health and Safety of the Faculty of Public
Health of Mahidol University), Ms. Sudthida Krungkraiwong and Ms.



Ratanaporn Amornratanapaichit (National Institute for the Improvement of
Working Conditions and Environment), in cooperation with Dr. Tsuyoshi
Kawakami, specialist in occupational safety and health and Ms. Parissara
Liewkeat, programme officer (ILO Subregional Office for East Asia).
Thanks are due to Ms. Rakawin Leechanavanichpan, Ms. Jiraporn
Changthong (HomeNet Thailand), Ms. Suntharee Saeng-ging (The
Northeastern Women's Network), and the members of HomeNet network in
Thailand who provided valuable comments for improving the contents of the
manual. A special acknowledgement must go to Mr Songwit Pimpakun
(Khon Kaen University) for illustrating this manual, showing good local
practices.

It is our sincere wish that this manual will provide Thai home workers with a
powerful and effective tool to improve their safety, health and working
conditions.

Bangkok, May 2003
Christine Evans-Klock

Director
ILO Subregional Office for East Asia
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